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The genus Agvias (Nymphalidae) has been one of the most beautiful butterflies in 
the world. Although the genus Agrias contains only 4 to 6 species (REBILLARD, 1961; 
SHIZUKUISHI, 1980), more than 400 forms have been described (BARSELOU, 1983). 
Among them, Agrias narcissus tapajonus FASSL f. illustrissimus FASSL has been quite 
rare. The female has been turned up only once or twice (BARSELOU, personal 
communication). In addition, the range of the insects has been described to be the Rio 
Xingu (BARSELOU, 1983). This is the first record of a female of Agrias narcissus 
tapajonus fÍ. illustrissimus captured in the range of the Rio Curu& Una. 


Materials and Methods 


The banana traps were baited in a Brazilian method. A ripe banana with the skin 
was cut into 3 or 4 pieces with a length of 3 to 4 cm. Almost 250 banana pieces were 
soaked in 5 litters of sugar cane juice for two nights. The fermentation underwent 
both in sugar cane juice and in bananas. The softened banana pieces were pierced with 
sharpened tips of the tree branches in the primary jungle of the Rio Curua Una, Para, 
Brazil. These banana traps were effective for 3 days. 

The nomenclature was done according to the criteria described by BARSELOU 
(1983). 


Case Report 


The female was captured at 10:15 A.M. on October Ist 1984. The Figure 1 shows 
the recto surface of the insect. On the anterior wing, a very wide red band is seen 
invading the entire cell and the basal half of the disc 1b. The arc at the inner margin 
is scaled in blue. A blue sheen is seen at the outer border of the red band. The 
forewing length is measured 41 mm. On the posterior wing, a large red patch is seen 
laying from the disc 2 to the disc 5. The cell is filled with vestigial red. A blue patch 
is seen in the discs lc and 2. The Figure 2 shows the verso surface of the insect. No 
white subapical band is found, indicating that this butterfly is a member of the species 
Agrias Narcissus. 


Comment. Of the species Agrias narcissus, 30 variations have been described. The 
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Figs. 1-2. The female of Agrias narcissus tapajonus FASSL f. illustrissimus FASSL. 1. Recto 
surface: The anterior red band invades the entire cell and the basal half of the disc lb. The 
arc at the inner margin is blue. A blue patch is seen at the subapical region. The posterior 
red patch lays from the disc 2 to 5; 2. Verso surface: No subapical white band is found. 


posterior red patch is found in only 2 variations; A. n. tapajonus FASSL f. 
illustrissimus FASSL, 1921 and A. n. tapajonus f. porphyrionis FASSL, 1921 (BARSELOU, 
1983). The latter is characterized by the posterior blue patch enclosing vestigial red 
patch near cell closure. The female described here has a very large red patch on the 
posterior surface, which is the marking of the form illustrissimus. 

The female of illustrissimus is quite rare and up to now has not been turned up 
except once or twice. No female symbol is seen in the lists described by BARSELOU, 
who wrote to the author that he could not verify that the female had been known at 
all at the time of publication in 1983. 

The Rio Xingu has been listed as the source of this rare form. The range of the 
Rio Curua Una is far from the Rio Xingu. This fact indicates that this rare insect has 
a wider range than was ever believed. This seems to be the first record of the Agrias 
narcissus tapajonus f. illustrissimus from the range except the Rio Xingt. 
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摘 要 


リオ ・ ク ル ソ ワウ ナブ 産 Agrias narcissus tapajonus FASSL f. illustrissimus FASSL の 雌 に 
つい て (井上 武夫 ) 


ミイ ロタ テハ へ 属 は 6 種 に すぎ な い が , その 型 は 400 以上 記載 され , 今 も な お 新しい 型 や 新 産地 の 報告 が 
続い て いる . 数 ある 稀 種 の 中 で も , A. narcissus O f. illustrissimus は 極め て 少数 し か 採集 され て お ら ず , 
特に その 雌 は 今 ま で に 明確 な 記載 が な い . 著者 は 本 亜 種 の 雌 1 頭 を リオ * ク ル ワ ウ ナ 有 川 の 流域 で 1984 年 10 
月 1 日 採集 し た . 写真 の 如く , A. narcissus で は 他 に 類 を 見 な い 大 き な 赤 紋 が 後 次 中 央 に 出現 し て お り , 
f. illustrissimus の 特徴 を 明確 に 示し て いる . 従来 この 型 の 産地 は リオ ・ シ ング ー 川 流域 に 限ら れ て お り , 
本 個体 は , 中 と いう 点 と リオ ・ シ ング ー 以 外 の 産 と いう 点 で , 世界 で 最初 の 個体 で ある . 
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